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General Rules 

1.  Exhibitors may have only one entry per category, but 
may enter as many categories as desired, to a maximum 
of eight. 

2.  Exhibitors are responsible for selecting the correct 
category for their entries.  If in doubt, contact Linda 
Shockley (239-269-7792 or marco-sheller@earthlink.net) 
for clarification.  An exhibit entered in the wrong category 
may be disqualified. 

3.  A “novice exhibitor” is one who has never entered the 
Marco Island or any other shell show.   

4.  Student (10 years and younger) and Junior Class (11 
- 17) exhibitors must indicate their age on their exhibits.  

5.  The contents of an exhibit must be the property and 
work of the exhibitor. 

6.  Depth of tables is 30 inches, and exhibits must not 
extend beyond tables.  Height of exhibit is limited to 36 
inches.  This is a safety issue, especially for artistic en-
tries.  Reverse side of any backdrop or frame must be 
plain so as not to distract from nearby exhibits.  Any ex-
ceptions must be cleared prior to the set-up day with the 
individual listed in rule 2 above. 

7.  Names, initials, or photos of the exhibitors must not 
be visible on the exhibit during judging.   

8.  Exhibitors are responsible for accurately determining 
the amount of table space needed to properly display 
their exhibits.  The “running length” that the exhibitor lists 
on the reservation form will be pre-measured on the ta-
bles for the set-up on Wednesday.   

9.  Exact placement of exhibits will be determined by 
Shell Show officials.  After registering and arranging ex-
hibits, exhibitors must leave the hall without touching 
anyone else’s display.  

10.  Exhibitors may not sell any portion of their exhibits 
during the show. 

11.  Neither the Marco Presbyterian Church nor Marco 
Island Shell Club will be responsible for damages, theft, 
or loss to any exhibits.  However, every effort will be 
made to safeguard them; and the facility will be locked 
when unoccupied. 

Scientific Division Rules 

12.  Scientific exhibits will be limited to twenty-eight linear 
feet.  Cases may be locked during the show, but must be 

unlocked during the judging, so that the exhibit is acces-
sible to the judges.  Exceptions must be cleared by the 
individual listed in General Rule 2. 

13.  “Self-collected” means the exhibitor has personally 
collected the specimen from its natural habitat; if on a 
boat, personally retrieved the shell from a trap, net, or 
dredge; or, if ashore, personally retrieved it from beach 
drift or shell dump.  Self-collected specimens that are not 
in a self-collected exhibit class should be designated by 
a red star or dot on their labels. 

14.  “Any manner” specimens are those obtained by any 
method (i.e., self-collected, gift, trade, or purchase). 

15.  Exhibits must be the property of the exhibitor. 

16.  All specimens must be labeled with full scientific 
name (genus, species or subspecies, author, date) and 
locality where collected.  See the Scientific Division sec-
tion of this application for more details on labels. 

17.  Any exhibit which has won a first place ribbon in a 
previous Marco Island Shell Show may not compete 
again in the same category unless 50% of the exhibit, 
including both specimens and graphics, is new.   

18.  Acrylic, lacquer or other artificial glazes cannot be 
used on specimen shells, but oil is permitted. 

19.  Shells of the show may be chosen from shell collec-
tion categories as well as from single shell categories. 

Artistic Division Rules 

20.  Artistic exhibits will be limited to four feet in length 
and 36 inches in height; this height limitation is a safety 
issue.  Greenery is permitted.  Exhibits must be accessi-
ble to judges during the judging.  Exceptions must be 
cleared by the individual listed in General Rule 2. 

21.  Artistic entrants must be especially careful that their 
names or initials are not visible on individual artistic items 
during judging.  They may be visible during the show. 

22.  Exhibitors must provide any needed easels, stands, 
etc. for table top exhibits and 12-foot or longer extension 
cords for exhibits requiring electricity. 

23.  All multimedia entries will be hung on a wall, and so 
must have picture wire on the back of the frame. 

24.  Any exhibit which has won a first place ribbon in a 
previous Marco Island Shell Show is not eligible to com-
pete in this year’s show. 

2008 Marco Island Shell Show 
March 13 – 15, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

         The 28th annual Marco Island Shell Show will be held at the Marco Presbyterian Church, 875 West Elkcam 
Circle, Marco Island, Florida (see map on page 2).  There is no entry fee, and anyone may compete.  Deadline for 
receipt of application forms is March 4, 2008.  Our venue is relatively small, and so exhibit space is limited.  If we 
should reach capacity before the deadline, we would have to stop accepting applications at that time.  For this rea-
son, we recommend sending in applications early.  Set-up for exhibitors will be on Wednesday, March 12, from 
9:00 a.m. until noon.  Judging will commence at 1:00 p.m.  Entries must remain in place until 4:00 p.m. Saturday, 
March 15, and then must be removed by 5:00 p.m. 
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The Scribner’s Trophy – presented for the best exhibit of 
self-collected Marco Island shells in the Scientific Division. 

The Friends of Tigertail Trophy – presented for the 
most outstanding self-collected Marco Island Shell of the 
Show in the Scientific Division.  It may be chosen from a 
shell collection or from the single shell category. 

The Joyce Fitzpatrick Trophy – presented for the best 
exhibit in the Artistic Division, Novice Class. 

The Hobbyist Trophy – presented for the best exhibit in 
the Artistic Division, non-commercial categories. 

The Floral Trophy – presented for the best exhibit in the 
Artistic Division, Commercial Class, floral arrangement 
categories (Categories 99 – 104).  

The Shell Show Committee Award – presented for the 
best exhibit in the Artistic Division, Commercial Class, 
non-floral categories (Categories 105 – 116). 

The Mary C. Maerker Plaque – for the best exhibit in the 
Artistic Division, non-commercial categories, by an active 
member of the Marco Island Shell Club.                

The People’s Choice Trophy – presented to the exhibit 
in the Artistic Division selected as the most attractive by 
the votes of visitors to the show. 
 

* An “active member" shall be understood to mean an 
individual who: 

  1.  Has paid Marco Island Shell Club annual dues by 31 
December 2007; 

And 
  2.  Actively contributes to the goals of the Club, as 
demonstrated by any of the criteria below: 

• Participation in five or more Marco Island Shell Club 
Workshops, 

• Attendance at two or more monthly evening meet-
ings, 

• Service as a Marco Island Shell Club officer or on 
any Club Committee, or 

• Production of shell craft at home for Shell Club use. * 

Prizes 
Evaluation of the merits of each exhibit, and the 

presentation of ribbons, trophies, plaques, and awards, 
are solely the responsibility of the judges, whose deci-
sions are final.  These prizes will only be given if judges 
deem entries to be of sufficient merit.  

Ribbons 
Blue, red, and white ribbons will be presented for 

first, second, and third places in each category.  Yellow 
ribbons will be awarded, if warranted, for Honorable 
Mention.  Each judge may present one Green Ribbon for 
Special Merit (“Judges' Ribbons”) to an exhibit that the 
judge believes deserve extra recognition but may not 
meet requirements for a trophy or award listed below. 

Trophies, Plaques, and Awards 
The DuPont Trophy – presented by the Delaware Mu-
seum of Natural History to the most outstanding exhibit 
of mollusks (not a winner of this trophy at another show), 
which in the opinion of the judges contributes greatly to 
the success of the show because of its special attractive-
ness, educational value, and scientific accuracy. 

The Conchologists of America (COA) Award – pre-
sented to an exhibit of particular excellence which best 
advances interest in shells and shell collecting.  It will not 
be awarded to an exhibit receiving another major award 
at this show, nor will it be awarded to the same exhibit 
again wherever shown.  

The Board of Directors Trophy – presented for the 
most outstanding Shell of the Show in the Scientific Divi-
sion.  It may be chosen from a shell collection or from the 
single shell category. 

The Dr. William Reid Plaque – presented for the display 
that best combines the aesthetic and scientific aspects of 
conchology.  It may be a single shell or multiple shells. 

The Jerome M. Bijur Trophy – presented for the best 
exhibit in the Scientific Division, Novice Class, by an 
active member of the Marco Island Shell Club. 

* 

Marco Presbyterian Church  
875 West Elkcam Circle 

Marco Island, Florida 34145 

From West Elkcam Circle, 
turn right into the first 

parking lot after Elkhorn 
Ct.  Additional parking 
available at the front of 

the church. 

Church 

Esplanade 

Winn Dixie 
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Divisions 
 
I.  Scientific Division 
 All specimens must be labeled with full scientific name (genus, species or subspecies, author, date) and 
locality where collected.  Other information may be included on the label, but is not required.  Use a red star or dot 
sticker on the label to indicate self-collected shells within an exhibit; these are not needed in a self-collected cate-
gory.  See the example and more details below:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

• Genus and species:  Latin or Latinized names, which may be italicized or underlined.  If the genus and spe-
cies are underlined, the space between them must not be underlined.  The genus name is capitalized, while 
the species name is not.  

• Author and date:  The person who first described and named the species, and the year of authorship.  This 
information can be found in any good shell reference book.  For some species, the reference will show the  
author and date in parentheses.  This means that the species has been reclassified into a genus different from 
the one in which the author originally placed it. 

HOBBYIST CLASS 
Anyone who has previously entered the Marco Island or any other Shell Show’s scientific division 

Category 

  H1 One Species - any manner 

  H2 One genus - any manner 

  H3 One family - any manner 

  H4 Marco Island shells - self-collected 

  H5 Educational (use, distribution, natural history, etc.) 

  H6 Miniatures - adult shells not exceeding one (1) inch - any manner 

  H7 Fossil shells - any manner 

  H8 Anomalies: abnormal structure, albinism/melanism, dwarf, giant, or other unusual  
 specimens - any manner 

  H9 World wide - any manner (collection) 

H10 World wide - self-collected (collection) 

H11 Florida, Caribbean - any manner (collection) 

H12 Florida, Caribbean - self-collected (collection) 

H13 Single shell: Fossil - any manner 

H14 Single shell:  Marco Island - self-collected 

H15 Single shell: Anomaly - abnormal structure, albinism/melanism, dwarf, giant, or other unusual  
 specimen  - any manner 

H16 Single shell: World wide - self-collected 

H17 Single shell: World wide - any manner 

H18 Single shell: Florida, Caribbean - self-collected 

H19 Single shell: Florida, Caribbean - any manner 

H20 Non-molluscan sea life: corals, crustaceans, sponges, algae, echinoderms, or any other sea  
 life excluding shells - any manner 

H21 Land snails - any manner 

Other pertinent data (optional) 

Busycotypus spiratus 
(Lamarck, 1816 

Pear whelk 
Marco Island, Florida  

Dead collected—Tigertail Lagoon, 2007 

Genus – italics or underlined; 
             first letter capitalized 

Species – italics or underlined; 
               all lower case letters 

Author Date 

Common name (optional) 

Locality where collected 
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NOVICE CLASS 

Anyone who has never entered the Marco Island or any other shell show.  (One may still be a novice in the  
scientific categories even though he or she has several years experience in the artistic categories.) 

Category 
  N1 One Species - any manner 

  N2 One genus - any manner 

  N3 One family - any manner 

  N4 Marco Island shells - self-collected 

  N5 Educational (use, distribution, natural history, etc.) 

  N6 Miniatures - adult shells not exceeding one (1) inch - any manner 

  N7 Fossil shells - any manner 

  N8 Anomalies: abnormal structure, albinism/melanism, dwarf, giant, or other unusual  
 specimens - any manner 

  N9 World wide - any manner (collection) 

N10 World wide - self-collected (collection) 

N11 Florida, Caribbean - any manner (collection) 

N12 Florida, Caribbean - self-collected (collection) 

N13 Single shell: Fossil - any manner 

N14 Single shell:  Marco Island - self-collected 

N15 Single shell: Anomaly - abnormal structure, albinism/melanism, dwarf, giant, or other unusual  
 specimen  - any manner 

N16 Single shell: World wide - self-collected 

N17 Single shell: World wide - any manner 

N18 Single shell: Florida, Caribbean - self-collected 

N19 Single shell: Florida, Caribbean - any manner 

N20 Non-molluscan sea life: corals, crustaceans, sponges, algae, echinoderms, or any other sea  
 life excluding shells - any manner 

N21 Land snails - any manner 
 

STUDENT CLASS 
Anyone ten years of age or younger 

Category 
S1 One species or family - any manner 

S2 One genus - any manner 

S3 Marco Island shell or shells - self-collected 

S4 Educational (use, distribution, natural history, etc.) 
 

JUNIOR CLASS 
Anyone eleven to seventeen years old 

Category 
J1 One species or family - any manner 

J2 One genus - any manner 

J3 Marco Island shell or shells - self-collected 

J4 Educational (use, distribution, natural history, etc.) 
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II.  Artistic Division  
 Exhibitors must provide any needed easels or stands for tabletop exhibits, picture wire hanger on the 
frames of multimedia exhibits, and 12-foot or longer extension cord for exhibits requiring electrical power.   

HOBBYIST CLASS 
Anyone who has previously entered the Marco Island or any other Shell Show’s artistic division 

Category 
H22 Miniature flower arrangement – small shells and/or sea life, maximum size 6 x 6 x 6 inches 

H23 Flower arrangement – shells only, in container 

H24 Flower arrangement – sea life, fish bones, or scales (no shells), in container 

H25 Single flower – shells only 

H26 Single flower – sea life, fish bones, or scales (no shells) 

H27 A single stem of blossoms – shells and/or sea life 

H28 Mirror – shells and/or sea life (use easel or stand) 

H29 Picture consisting of actual shells and/or sea life (use easel or stand) 

H30 Single Sailor's Valentine – must contain heart shapes and/or flowers 

H31 Double Sailor's Valentine – pair of hinged cases; heart shapes and/or flowers on one side 
 and sentimental message on the other side 

H32 Novelties – animals, caricatures, etc. 

H33 Tree or topiary arrangement – shells and/or sea life 

H34 Christmas decoration (ornament, wreath, centerpiece, etc.) – shells and/or sea life 

H35 Shell jewelry (single piece or matched set in covered container not larger than 16 x 30 inches) 

H36 Lamp – shells and/or sea life 

H37 Wreath, other than Christmas– shells and/or sea life 

H38 Multimedia – photograph, drawing, needlework, painting, or other artistic rendering of shells;  
 no actual shells.  Must be able to hang from a picture hook on the wall. 

H39 Miscellaneous (single item not specified in any other category) 

 
NOVICE CLASS 

Anyone who has never entered the Marco Island or any other shell show.  (One may still be a novice in the 
artistic categories even though he or she has several years experience in the scientific categories.) 

Category 
N22 Miniature flower arrangement – small shells and/or sea life, maximum size 6 x 6 x 6 inches 

N23 Flower arrangement – shells only, in container 

N24 Flower arrangement – sea life, fish bones, or scales (no shells), in container 

N25 Single flower – shells only 

N26 Single flower – sea life, fish bones, or scales (no shells) 

N27 A single stem of blossoms – shells and/or sea life 

N28 Mirror – shells and/or sea life (use easel or stand) 

N29 Picture consisting of actual shells and/or sea life (use easel or stand) 

N30 Single Sailor's Valentine – must contain heart shapes and/or flowers 

N31 Double Sailor's Valentine – pair of hinged cases; heart shapes and/or flowers on one side 
 and sentimental message on the other side 

N32 Novelties – animals, caricatures, etc. 

N33 Tree or topiary arrangement – shells and/or sea life 

N34 Christmas decoration (ornament, wreath, centerpiece, etc.) – shells and/or sea life 

N35 Shell jewelry (single piece or matched set in covered container not larger than 16 x 30 inches) 

N36 Lamp – shells and/or sea life 

N37 Wreath, other than Christmas– shells and/or sea life 

N38 Multimedia – photograph, drawing, needlework, painting, or other artistic rendering of shells;  
 no actual shells.  Must be able to hang from a picture hook on the wall. 

N39 Miscellaneous (single item not specified in any other category) 
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STUDENT CLASS 
Anyone ten years of age or younger 

Category 
  S5 Picture consisting of actual shells and/or sea life (use easel or stand)  

  S6 Mirror – shells and/or sea life (use easel or stand) 

  S7 Flower arrangement – shells only, in container 

  S8 Single flower – shells only 

  S9 Novelties and miscellaneous 

S10 Christmas decoration (ornament, wreath, centerpiece, etc.) – shells and/or sea life 

S11 Miscellaneous (single item not specified in any other category) 
 

JUNIOR CLASS 
Anyone eleven to seventeen years old 

Category 
  J5 Picture consisting of actual shells and/or sea life (use easel or stand)  

  J6 Mirror – shells and/or sea life (use easel or stand) 

  J7 Flower arrangement – shells only, in container 

  J8 Single flower – shells only 

  J9 Novelties and miscellaneous 

J10 Christmas decoration (ornament, wreath, centerpiece, etc.) – shells and/or sea life 

J11 Miscellaneous (single item not specified in any other category) 
 

COMMERCIAL CLASS 
Anyone who has sold his/her shell art work through galleries, shops, shows, or from home, regardless of  

total sales volume or income.  It does not matter whether or not the artist has a sales tax number.   
(Business cards may be displayed after judging is completed.) 

Category 
C1 Miniature flower arrangement – small shells and/or sea life, maximum size 6 x 6 x 6 inches 

C2 Flower arrangement – shells only, in container 

C3 Flower arrangement – sea life, fish bones, or scales (no shells), in container 

C4 Single flower – shells only 

C5 Single flower – sea life, fish bones, or scales (no shells) 

C6 A single stem of blossoms – shells and/or sea life 

C7 Mirror – shells and/or sea life (use easel or stand) 

C8 Picture consisting of actual shells and/or sea life (use easel or stand) 

C9 Single Sailor's Valentine – must contain heart shapes and/or flowers 

C10 Double Sailor's Valentine – pair of hinged cases; heart shapes and/or flowers on one side 
 and sentimental message on the other side 

C11 Novelties – animals, caricatures, etc. 

C12 Tree or topiary arrangement – shells and/or sea life 

C13 Christmas decoration (ornament, wreath, centerpiece, etc.) – shells and/or sea life 

C14 Shell jewelry (single piece or matched set in covered container not larger than 16 x 30 inches) 

C15 Lamp – shells and/or sea life 

C16 Wreath, other than Christmas– shells and/or sea life 

C17 Multimedia – photograph, drawing, needlework, painting, or other artistic rendering of shells;  
 no actual shells.  Must be able to hang from a picture hook on the wall. 

C18 Miscellaneous (single item not specified in any other category) 


